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    One memory from childhood is helping my dad and granddad deliver the new Crawford Oil 
Company calendars to friends, customers and suppliers the week between Christmas and 
New Years.  We had a routine:  for those calendars that were for places out of town, we would 
take the big stack of new calendars and lay them on a table or desk and roll them up and place 
them in a tube to be delivered.  For local deliveries, we would place a stack in the pickup and 
one of us kids would get to grab one and run it in.  It is uncanny how kids can remember the 
stops where hot chocolate or a treat was exchanged for the calendar!
    Through the year, it was interesting to observe those calendars in action.  The Crawford Oil 
Company calendars were nice calendars and many places proudly displayed them and turned 
the pages monthly so a new scene was displayed.  Others would take them home because 
their spouses loved the pictures and thought the calendars were beautiful.  (Those places 
were generally given an extra calendar the next year!)  In some places, you would never see 
the calendar displayed, but you knew they were up in a back offi ce.  Finally, some calendars 
were never seen again.
    For a kid growing up, delivering calendars was just something you did during the Christmas 
break.  As I became an adult, I realized the act of delivering a calendar was an important part 
of “doing business” in your community.  To many, it was a token of appreciation for business in 
the past and for the year to come.  To others it was a tradition that they came to rely on for their 
calendar needs.  Finally, some simply liked the pretty pictures and used them for art.
    Membership in the Missouri Trucking Association is a lot like those calendars – it is an 
important part of doing business for companies in Missouri.  Some members use their 
membership regularly, attending the monthly and yearly meetings to help keep them in contact 
with their competitors and the latest information available.   Others you never see at the 
meetings, but we know they are using their membership and its benefi ts for the information 
and services we provide.  Regardless of the type of member you are currently, we thank you 
for your investment and look forward to serving you in the new year.  
    If you have not signed up for the 24 Hour Program for 2010, we encourage you to commit 
to spending 24 Hours in Jefferson City during the legislative session to help your company, 
community and association as we work together to improve your business and Missouri’s 
business climate in 2010.  For those who participated in the program in 2009, I think you realize 
it is not a “one and done” proposition, but rather a program that must be acted on regularly to 
keep your business and profession in the best possible position before the decision makers in 
Jefferson City.  As the saying goes “you are either at the table or on the menu.”  Reserve your 
spot at the table today!
   The lessons learned from delivering calendars years ago still hold true today – personal 
service and contact with your members are traditions that never go out of style.  As we turn 
the page on 2009 and what many have termed the toughest economic year since the Great 
Depression, Missouri Trucking Association looks forward to the positive upturn predicted in 
2010 and stands ready to assist you in all your future business needs.  

Pete Rahn named 
2009 Public Offi cial of the Year

   Governing magazine has named Pete Rahn as one of its 2009 Public Offi cials of the 
Year.  Rahn, who served as president of the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Offi cials (AASHTO) in 2008, is the director of the Missouri Department of 
Transportation.  Noting the success of Missouri’s new Interstate 64 project in St. Louis, 
Governing magazine specifi cally praised Rahn’s ability to “partner with the private sector 
in unique ways to build large-scale transportation projects quickly and affordably.”  The 
I-64 project is the largest construction project in Missouri history.  AASHTO represents 
state departments of transportation in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto 
Rico.

Happy 
New Year!

. . . from the
Missouri Trucking 
Association Staff
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NTSB Investigation Results in 
Recommendations to FMCSA

  On November 19, the National Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB) sent a nine-page letter to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) with recommendations stemming from 
the investigation of an August 2008 single-vehicle motorcoach 
crash in Sherman, Texas that killed 17 people. NTSB concluded 
that the probable cause was the failure of the right steer axle tire 
due to an extended period of low-pressure operation. Additionally, 
toxicological testing gathered about four hours after the crash 
detected cocaine and its metabolites in the driver’s blood and urine. 
   NTSB called for FMCSA to:

 Require all new motor vehicles weighing over 10,000 
pounds to be equipped with direct tire pressure monitoring 
systems. 

 Include the checking of tire pressure with a tire pressure 
gauge on pre-trip and all other vehicle inspections.

 Implement regulations to allow NTSB investigators 
access to all positive drug and alcohol test results and 
refusal determinations that are conducted under the U.S. 
Department of Transportation testing requirements. 

 Require states that allow private garages to conduct 
FMCSA inspections of commercial motor vehicles to 
maintain a quality assurance and oversight program 
to evaluate the effectiveness and thoroughness of 
inspections. 

 Develop an evaluation component to determine the 
effectiveness of FMCSA’s new applicant screening 
program. 

 Develop a system that records all positive drug and alcohol 
test results and refusal determinations that are conducted 
under Department of Transportation testing requirements 
and requires prospective employers to query the system 
before making a hiring decision.

   For a copy of NTSB’s new recommendations to FMCSA, go to the 
http://www.ntsb.gov/recs/letters/2009/H09_18_21.pdf. ▲ 

CBP Announces Changes for Commercial 
Frequent Traveler Program Members

   U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) announced that 
members of its Free and Secure Trade (FAST) program will not 
be able to use their old FAST cards in passenger lanes effective 
January 5, 2010.  
   CBP has been issuing new cards for current FAST members 
since March 16.  The new cards have enhanced security features 
that allow U.S. citizen cardholders to comply with the documentary 
requirements under the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative 
(WHTI). All members are requested to activate their new cards 
within 30 days by going to https://goes-app.cbp.dhs.gov/ and 
destroy their old ones.  
   If members have not received their new cards, they should go 
immediately to their local enrollment center to either pick up their 
new card or to apply to have a new card issued, which will take 
approximately seven to 10 business days to receive.  
   All old FAST cards will be deactivated January 5, 2010. CBP 
offi cers will permit a one-time entry into the U.S. to travelers with 
old FAST cards, but will seize the card from the traveler and refer 
the member to the Enrollment Center.  
   The Free and Secure Trade program is available to commercial 
drivers crossing both the northern and southern borders. Currently, 
the program has more than 92,000 members. ▲

FMCSA Safety Advisory Discusses HOS

   The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) 
Motor Carrier Safety Advisory Committee (MCSAC) met Dec. 
7 through 9 to “provide advice and recommendations on the 
hours-of-service requirements.” ATA’s Vice President for Safety, 
Security & Operations, Dave Osiecki, is a member of the MCSAC 
and participated in these discussions. The Committee generated 
ideas on a number of issues for FMCSA to consider as part of its 
upcoming HOS rulemaking, including the need for the Agency to 
consider new research on the sleeper berth issue. At the meeting, 
FMCSA announced that it will hold three separate HOS-related 
public listening sessions in different parts of the country in January 
of 2010. ▲

Unifi ed Carrier Registration Agreement (UCR) 
Enforcement Moratorium 

For 2010 Registration Year
Summary
A moratorium on enforcement of the UCR has been declared 
effective January 1, 2010 for the 2010 registration year.  This 
moratorium shall remain in effect until further notice.

Please be advised that this moratorium does not impact UCR 
requirements as they relate to previous years.

Background
An amendment to SAFETEA-LU has changed the methodology 
for determining fl eet size by including only power units and 
eliminating trailers for the 2010 UCR registration year.  This 
signifi cant change to the statute requires modifi cations to 
the fee structure that must fi rst be promulgated in federal 
regulation in order for the program to proceed.

When the rulemaking is completed participating states will 
mail registration notices to all entities subject to the UCR 
allowing for a reasonable time period for companies to remit 
their fees.

When participating states have agreed on a 2010 enforcement 
date an updated enforcement bulletin will be issued.

Enforcement of a Previous UCR Registration Year (2007-
2009) after January 1, 2010

In order for roadside enforcement of a previous UCR 
registration year to take place after January 1, 2010, 
enforcement staff should fi rst obtain evidence of interstate 
operations occurring during that particular registration year.  
Proof may include but not be limited to log entries; toll receipts; 
shipping papers; bills of lading; previous years apportioned 
receipt or prior years roadside inspection reports.
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Truck-Involved Crash Fatalities and Injuries 
Declined in 2008

   The National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration’s 2008 early 
edition of Traffi c Safety Facts shows that truck occupant deaths 
deceased from 805 to 677 (-16 percent). All fatalities in truck-
involved crashes declined from 4,822 and 4,229 (-12 percent). The 
number of estimated injuries in truck-involved crashes fell from 
101,000 to 90,000 (-11 percent). In the last 10 years the reduction 
in fatalities was 21.5 percent and in injuries 37 percent. ▲

MoDOT to Try Solar Power to Prevent Snow 
and Ice on Bridges
   Every winter, the Missouri Department of Transportation uses 
considerable amounts of labor, salt and other chemicals to remove 
snow and ice from the state’s roads and bridges. Now MoDOT will 
become one of the fi rst agencies in the nation to turn to solar energy 
in an effort to prevent the buildup of snow and ice on bridge decks.
     MoDOT has entered into a contract with Pave Guard Technologies, 
Inc., of Lee’s Summit to install a “solar warming system” on 
two bridges on either side of Excelsior Springs in Clay and Ray 
counties. Both are on Route 10 - one to the east of Excelsior 
Springs over Route 69 and one to the west over the Fishing River. 
The two bridges are scheduled for deck replacements in 2010 as 
part of MoDOT’s “Safe & Sound Bridge Improvement Program” that 
is repairing or replacing 802 of the state’s worst bridges by the end 
of 2013. 
     The warming system developed by Pave Guard’s Corey McDonald 
operates much like radiant heating works in a home’s fl oor. Tubing 
is installed in the bridge deck, through which a heated solution is 
pumped to keep the deck from freezing. The energy to heat the 
solution is provided by solar panels mounted near the bridge site. 
Excess energy produced by the panels when the heating system is 
not in use can be sold back to local utilities.
   “Water and the chemicals used to melt ice and snow are a bridge’s 
biggest enemies,” State Bridge Engineer Dennis Heckman said. “If 
we can fi nd a cost effective way to keep a bridge clear without using 
chemicals we can extend its life.” 
   The bridges will be put out for bids in February, with construction 
scheduled between April-August 2010. The Pave Guard systems 
are to be operable by November 2010. MoDOT will evaluate the 
performance of the systems before making a decision on whether 
to install more of them on other bridges. ▲

FMCSA Takes Drivers, Carriers to Court
   FMCSA announced Oct. 23 that 77 commercial drivers could 
face the loss of their CDL’s, maximum fi nes of $2,750 and other 
civil penalties, with 84 carriers possibly facing greater sanctions 
as a result of action taken by the agency’s fi rst national drug and 
alcohol strike force.  Investigators examined the Drug & Alcohol 
safety records of commercial drivers employed by bus companies, 
interstate passenger carriers, hazmat transporters and general 
freight long-haul carriers from Sept. 8-18 and found violations that 
FMCSA said could threaten highway safety.
   The 84 carriers face pending enforcement action for violations 
such as using a driver that has tested positive for illegal drugs and/
or for not instituting a D&A testing program.
   The goals of the strike force are to identify carriers in violation 
of federal D&A testing requirements and yank those drivers who 
jump from carrier to carrier thereby evading D&A testing/reporting 
requirements, said FMCSA.  The enforcement action coincides 
with a GAO report issued this summer that said as many as 500 
carriers had masked their identities in order to continue operating 
after being placed out of service.  In 2008 FMCSA began to 
identify those violators by checking applicant data against poorly 
performing carriers.
     Both drivers and carriers will have an opportunity to contest the 
alleged violations and the amount of the civil penalties.
  ATA has long pressed Congress for legislation to create a 
comprehensive driver D&A database.  In May 2009, Senators Mark 
Pryor (D-AR), Olympia J. Snowe (R-ME), Ben Nelson (D-NE), and 
Roger Wicker (R-MS) sponsored the Safe Roads Act, which, if 
passed, would require carriers to check the database for drivers 
who tested positive and would close the gap that now allows drivers 
to not report their D&A results to employers. ▲

IRP Publishes Training Video

   IRP, Inc., the repository of the International Registration Plan, 
has created a training video for motor carriers, state and provincial 
personnel, and other interested parties that provides a basic 
understanding of what IRP requires of a Plan registrant. Special 
emphasis is placed on the importance of record keeping, on 
which IRP auditing depends. The video is intended only as an 
introductory overview; IRP, Inc. cautions that those with a need for 
detailed information will need to contact the appropriate jurisdiction 
for it. The training video is free of charge, and may be seen on 
IRP’s website, at www.irponline.org, English, Spanish, and French 
versions!  For more information, contact IRP, Inc., at  irpmail@
irpinc.org. ▲

Reason Reports on State Highway System

   The Reason Foundation study examines state highway systems in 
11 categories, including congestion, pavement condition, fatalities, 
defi cient bridges and total spending. The annual report is based on 
information that each state reported for the year 2007. 
   Since 1984, per-mile total disbursements on state highways have 
increased by 262 percent. In 2007, U.S. states spent over $109 
billion on state-owned highways, a 10 percent increase over 2006. 
But not everyone is getting their money’s worth. Taxpayers in New 
York, Hawaii, New Jersey, California, Rhode Island and Alaska 
have the worst-performing highway systems in the nation.
   Four states fell in the overall rankings by double-digits – Missouri 
(13th to 23rd),  Oregon (22), Vermont (42) and Indiana (31), which 
fell 16 spots, from 15th to 31st, because of a sharp decline in urban 
interstate condition and an increase in spending per mile.
   Editor’s note:  As mentioned in the report, Missouri lost 10 
positions, from 13th to 23rd resulting from a large increase in 
the budget and a quadrupling of maintenance funds.  However, 
congestion decreased.  The additional maintenance expenditure 
should show up in better system condition in future years.
   For a complete copy of the report, please follow this link http://
reason.org/news/show/18th-annual-highway-report. ▲



IRS Announces 2010 Standard Mileage Rates

   The Internal Revenue Service issued the 2010 optional standard 
mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of operating an 
automobile for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes.
   Beginning on Jan. 1, 2010, the standard mileage rates for the use 
of a car (also vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be:
   • 50 cents per mile for business miles driven
   • 16.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes
   • 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations
   The new rates for business, medical and moving purposes are 
slightly lower than last year’s. The mileage rates for 2010 refl ect 
generally lower transportation costs compared to a year ago.
   The standard mileage rate for business is based on an annual 
study of the fi xed and variable costs of operating an automobile. 
The rate for medical and moving purposes is based on the variable 
costs as determined by the same study. Independent contractor 
Runzheimer International conducted the study.
   A taxpayer may not use the business standard mileage rate for 
a vehicle after using any depreciation method under the Modifi ed 
Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS) or after claiming a 
Section 179 deduction for that vehicle. In addition, the business 
standard mileage rate cannot be used for any vehicle used for hire 
or for more than four vehicles used simultaneously.
   Taxpayers always have the option of calculating the actual costs of 
using their vehicle rather than using the standard mileage rates.▲
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DHS Extends REAL ID Deadline to 2011

   The Department of Homeland Security said it will extend until 
2011 the Jan. 1 deadline for implementing toughened drivers’ 
licenses and identifi cation card security standards mandated by 
the REAL ID Act of 2005.
   “In order to ensure that the millions of Americans traveling this 
holiday season are not disrupted, DHS is extending the Dec. 
31 REAL ID material compliance deadline,” DHS Deputy Press 
Secretary Matt Chandler said in a statement. “The May 10, 2011, 
deadline for full compliance remains in effect, and the Department 
will continue to work closely with states to meet this deadline.”
   The Jan. 1 deadline would have required the more secure drivers’ 
licenses to board airplanes and gain entrance to federal buildings.
   Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano earlier this month 
declined to extend the deadline to give Congress time to consider 
alternative legislation known as PASS ID that would be less costly, 
burdensome and controversial to implement, according to the 
agency.
   However, Congress has not passed the legislation.
   “As expected, a large majority of states and territories — 46 of 
56 — have informed DHS that they will not be able to meet the Dec. 
31 REAL ID material compliance deadline,” Chandler said.
   Offi cials in 18 states have said they intend to ignore the law and 
have passed resolutions banning its implementation, claiming they 
can’t afford the “unfunded federal mandate.”
   During testimony at a Senate Committee on Dec. 2, Napolitano 
answered a question on the deadline asked by Sen. Tom Udall 
(D-N.M.), who has expressed concern that if the REAL ID deadline 
is enforced it could cause serious disruptions of New Year’s Day 
travel.  ▲

~ Transport Topics ~

DOT Releases Random Drug and Alcohol 
Testing Rates for 2010

   USDOT’S Offi ce of Drug & Alcohol Policy & Compliance recently 
issued its 2010 minimum rates for random drug and alcohol 
testing for commercial and hazardous materials drivers.  Testing 
requirements can be found under 49 CFR 382 and apply to 
interstate and intrastate drivers who hold a CDL and those who 
hold a hazmat endorsement and perform safety sensitive functions.
   The 2010 minimum random drug and alcohol testing rates are 
50% for drug testing and 10% for alcohol effective January 1, 2010. 
These minimum rates determine the percentage of all applicable 
employees who must undergo testing in order for employers to 
comply with USDOT drug and alcohol program requirements.  As 
an example, an employer with 20 employees who are subject to 
DOT testing would have to randomly test 10 subjects for drug 
testing and 2 for alcohol testing.  For additional information about 
employer requirements and rules for random drug and alcohol 
testing, please see www.dot.gov/ost/dapc/employer.html. ▲

FMCSA Revises, Extends Intermodal 
Roadability Regulations

   By Federal Register notice, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) has made technical amendments to 
and partially extended the deadline for compliance with certain 
provisions of its 2008 Final Rule on the repair and maintenance of 
intermodal equipment -- the “Roadability” regulations.
   Specifi cally, FMCSA has accepted as a fi fth marking option for 
intermodal chassis the use of the Global Intermodal Equipment 
Registry maintained by the Intermodal Association of North 
America which was supported by ATA’s Intermodal Motor Carriers 
Conference (IMCC) in a letter fi ling earlier this year.
   FMCSA also extended the Dec. 17 compliance date until June 
30, 2010, for Intermodal Equipment Provider (IEP), motor carrier 
and driver compliance with the Driver Vehicle Inspection Report 
recordkeeping requirements. Of note, FMCSA inspection, repair 
and maintenance requirements on IEPs and their deadline for 
registering with the Department of Transportation have not been 
extended.  ▲
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Scam in Georgia

   A driver was stopped for the night at a small truck stop near 
Atlanta, GA off I-20 at exit 49 near Frederick Dr SW.  While he was 
in his sleeper, someone came and told him he had to leave the 
parking lot immediately as it was going to be paved.  The individual 
said he could park at a nearby Super 8 motel and that he would 
lead the driver there.  Once parked on the motel lot, the driver got 
back into bed and shortly thereafter was told that he was illegally 
parked and that a wheel lock had been put on his truck.  The fi ne 
was $500 CASH ONLY.
   All indications are that a scam occurred.  The Super 8 motel (that 
has been discovered is NOT a franchise any longer of the Super 
8 corporation) is near Six Flags at 301 Fulton Industrial Circle SW.  
The “parking” security company identifi ed is the Extreme Parking 
Enforcement.  The local PD indicated to the driver that they are a 
“legitimate” company.
   There was also an indication that the motel clerk was in on the 
scam as when the driver went in to rent a room so he could park 
legally, he was told after starting the paperwork that “no rooms 
were available.”
   PLEASE INFORM YOUR DRIVERS OF THIS APPARENT 
SCAM.  MAYBE WE CAN HELP PREVENT SOMEONE ELSE 
FROM BEING TAKEN. ▲

OOIDA Takes Action against Minnesota on 
Inspection Citations

   The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association has fi led a 
class action lawsuit against the state of Minnesota, seeking refunds 
on all commercial vehicle inspection citations issued to truckers 
prior to Aug. 1, 2009.  The suit also seeks to expunge such citations 
from motor carrier and driver records.  
  A separate suit from the previous action the OOIDA took 
against Minnesota in May, this lawsuit charges that the state of 
Minnesota failed to enact FMCSA’s safety rules.  After FMCSA 
made recommendations that Minnesota take steps to adopt those 
regulations, the state corrected its law on Aug. 1, but OOIDA wants 
recourse from the fi nes that were paid during that time.  
  The state of Minnesota fi nally got around to incorporating federal 
motor carrier safety regulations into state law this August when 
FMCSA threatened to cut off federal subsidies to Minnesota 
under the Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program.  They had no 
authority to issue tickets or put people out of service.  It’s time to 
give back what is owed and reverse the damage to drivers’ records.
   The OOIDA suit charges that unauthorized citations and out-
of-service orders issued by offi cers of the Minnesota State Patrol 
prior to Aug. 1, 2009 deprived both drivers and interstate motor 
carriers of their rights to due process of law under both the U.S. and 
Minnesota constitutions.  If the suit is successful, the state would 
have to return all fi nes imposed for six years prior to the suit. ▲

Michigan Proposes Raising Tolls Up to 85% at 
Blue Water Bridge Crossing to Canada

   Tolls could rise as much as 85% for trucks traveling across 
the Blue Water Bridge into Canada from Michigan as the state 
proposes to raise its rates higher than what Canada charges to 
make the reverse trip. 
   The Michigan Department of Transportation said it needs to reap 
$8 million to $10 million in additional toll revenues to maintain the 
bridge, which carries Interstate 69 traffi c from Port Huron on the 
U.S. side to Sarnia, Ontario. The toll increase, if adopted after 
public hearings, would take effect on Jan. 5. 
   Trucks that currently pay Michigan $1.75 per axle to cross the 
bridge to Canada would have to pay $3.25 per axle. Passenger 
cars would pay a fl at $3 toll, compared with the $1.50 toll they now 
pay.
   Trucks made 595,193 trips from Michigan into Canada through 
October, according to Blue Water Canada, which operates the 
approaches to the bridge on the Canadian side.
   Walter Heinritzi, executive director of the Michigan Trucking 
Association, said the association has not yet taken a position on the 
increase. He added, however, that “we are sensitive to appropriate 
funding to fund Michigan’s infrastructure.” Trucking needs bridges 
and good roads, he said, adding, “That’s how our people make 
their living.” 
   On the Canadian side of the crossing, the Ontario Trucking 
Association issued a statement blasting the proposed toll rates and 
said it has fi led a formal objection with MDOT.
   “OTA considers it entirely unreasonable and inappropriate that 
an 85% price hike would be imposed in one fell swoop with such 
short notice,” OTA President David Bradley said in the statement.     
“Given the current economic times and the stress that has already 
been imposed on Michigan-Ontario trade, increases of this 
magnitude are untimely, to say the least,” Bradley said.
   OTA acknowledged that on the Canadian side of the bridge, tolls 
are higher than those currently paid on the U.S. side, with cars 
paying $2.50 U.S. and trucks paying $2.75 U.S. per axle to cross 
over into Michigan.
   OTA also said in its statement that it recognizes the need to 
generate infrastructure maintenance funding. OTA suggested that 
if necessary, though, the higher tolls should be phased in over a 
longer period of time or delayed six months.
   OTA raised its concerns at the public hearings MDOT held on 
December 1 and 2.
   Until Feb. 15, the Blue Water Bridge is the only crossing available 
to truckers carrying hazardous materials or oversize loads through 
Detroit to Windsor, Ontario.
   The truck ferry service that normally moves such loads, which are 
prohibited on the Ambassador Bridge, is temporarily out of service 
while a new dock and terminal are being built on the Windsor 
side.▲     ~ Transport Topics ~



Alabama Rules on Delivery Charges

   The chief administrative law judge of the Alabama Department 
of Revenue has held that delivery charges imposed by a sand and 
gravel retailer were subject to the state sales tax.  The taxpayer 
here sold building materials.  Those materials were sometimes 
delivered by an affi liated common carrier.  When this was the case, 
the taxpayer charged its customers a separate delivery charge.  
Alabama law exempted delivery charges from sales tax if they were 
billed separately to the purchaser and if the amount was paid to 
a common carrier or to the post offi ce.  Here, however, the ALJ 
found that the taxpayer had not complied with those requirements 
for the exemption.  While the charges were billed separately to the 
taxpayer’s customers, the amounts collected were not paid over 
to the sister company, which did not bill for them either.  Alabama 
Rock LLC, et al. v. State of Alabama Department of Revenue, 
docket no. S. 09-255, decided September 11, 2009  ▲

States Raise Unemployment Taxes

  The National Association of State Workforce Agencies, an 
organization of the administrators of state unemployment 
compensation programs, has released a survey of all the states that 
reports that 35 of them have raised the rates of their unemployment 
compensation taxes for next year.  This refl ects the signifi cant 
stress the recession has put on these state programs, and 
indicates another costly aspect of the recession for employers too.  
For a copy of NASWA, UI Trust Fund Solvency Survey, released 
December 2009, go to www.workforceatm.org  ▲

Member Cancellations December 2009
Name of Company             Class              Dues

Colonial Freight Warehouse Co.            For Hire              $2,942.50

The Doe Run Company            Private              $   300.00

Father & Son Moving & Storage            Household              $   300.00

GE Commercial Finance            Allied              $   350.00

John O’Day Farms Inc.            For Hire              $   300.00

Lyon & Lyon Enterprises Inc.            For Hire              $   300.00

Mid-America Pumping Inc.            For Hire              $   365.50

River Refuse, Inc.             Private              $   300.00

Schneider Graphics Inc.            Allied              $   300.00

Sisco Trucking             For Hire              $   300.00

The T L C Companies             Allied              $   350.00

Top Rail Express             For Hire              $   300.00

CARB to Propose Amendments to Truck Rule

   On Wednesday, Dec. 9, the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) agreed to consider amendments to their adopted Truck 
and Bus Rule. As currently written, the rule phases out older 
trucks operating in California beginning in 2011. After nearly 7 
hours of testimony and discussion, the board agreed to have staff 
develop amendments that could defer the timing of the rule. The 
board acknowledged that the amendments are needed to address 
unanticipated reductions in emissions and fi nancial constraints due 
to the economy. 
   The board also directed staff to rewrite the health assessment 
which was prepared by a discredited employee.  Public workshops 
to discuss the proposed amendments are expected after the fi rst 
of the year, with board consideration targeted for April 2010.  This 
action does not affect the other CARB regulations which take effect 
in 2010 including transport refrigeration units, trucks operating at 
ports and rail yards, and tractor/trailer aerodynamics. ▲

Illinois Broadens Truck Access, Doubles 
Fines & Relaxes Truck Width

   By 2009 legislation (H.B. 2424 and 255), effective January 1, 
2010, Illinois has fi nally harmonized its truck-access provisions 
with those of most if not all the other states.  As of the fi rst of the 
year, the default weight for trucks on nearly all roads in the state 
will be 80,000 pounds instead of 73,280 pounds, as under prior law.  
The single-axle and double-axle limits will be raised to 20,000 and 
34,000 pounds, respectively, from 18,000 and 32,000 pounds.  The 
change does not affect the ability of state and local governments 
to post roads and bridges for lower weights when circumstances 
justify it.  
    In addition, Illinois has doubled its fi nes for overweight violations, 
also effective January 1.  The new fi ne schedule ranges from a 
$100 fi ne and $30 surcharge for up to 2,000 pounds overweight 
to a $12,000 fi ne and $3,000 surcharge for 39,501-40,000 pounds 
overweight.  
    By another piece of legislation (S.B. 1450), Illinois has relaxed its 
limit on truck width, and will, as of January 1, allow 102” equipment 
to operate on all roads, including those rated as Class III, where the 
limit has for many years been 96”.  ▲
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STATE AND PROVINCIAL MOTOR FUEL TAX RATES 
FOR HEAVY VEHICLES 

October 1, 2009 
 
         Tax Rate in ¢/Gallon 
State        Gasoline         Diesel   Notes 
 
Alabama   16  19  
Alaska        8    8  
Arizona    21  27 [includes 1¢ clean-up fee, paid at pump only;                             
                                                                                        [1¢ credit on D available by application 
Arkansas   21.8  22.8      [includes 0.3¢ clean-up fee paid at pump only 
California   43.559  43.7 [includes 8.25% sales tax 
Colorado   22  20.5 
Connecticut   41.6  45.1 [incl. 7% wholesale tax, G only, currently 16.6¢  
Delaware   23  22 
District of Columbia  23.5  23.5 
Florida    21.17  31.87 [incl. 6% sales tax, unif. local tax, clean-up fees  
Georgia    13.4  13.3 [incl. 4% sales tax  
Hawaii    16.12  16.12 [includes 0.12 clean-up fee; D plus 4% sales tax                                             
                                                                                        [added at pump 
Idaho    25  25 
Illinois                                         38.4                   44.5 [includes 6.25% sales tax  paid on report; 1.1¢ clean-                                   

[up fee paid at pump only 
Indiana    29  27 [D includes 11¢ surtax, paid on report only; 
       [G 15¢ at pump but 16¢ on report, plus surtax 
Iowa    22  23.5 [includes 1¢ clean-up fee, paid at pump only 
Kansas    25  27 [includes 1¢ clean-up fee, paid at pump only 
Kentucky   27.1  29 [includes 3.3¢ surcharge on G, 8.8¢ on D,   
       [paid on report only; includes 1.4¢ tank fee,  
       [paid at pump only 
Louisiana   20  20 
Maine    30.48  31.22 [includes 0.98¢ G and 0.52¢ D clean-up fees, paid  
       [at pump only 
Maryland   23.5  24.25 
Massachusetts   21  21 
Michigan   34.125  30.475 [includes 6% sales tax paid on report and 0.875¢  
       [clean-up fee paid at pump only 
Minnesota   27.1  27.1 
Mississippi   18.4  18.4 [includes 0.4¢ clean-up fee paid at pump only 
Missouri   17  17 
Montana   27.75  28.5 [includes 0.75¢ clean-up fee paid at pump only 
Nebraska   27.3  26.4 [includes clean-up fees, 0.9¢ G, 0.3¢ D, paid at pump only 
Nevada    23.81  27.81 [includes 0.75¢ inspection fee, paid at pump  
       [only, and clean-up fee 
New Hampshire   19.625  19.625 [includes 1.625¢ in clean-up fees paid at pump only  
New Jersey   14.5  17.5 [includes petroleum tax 
New Mexico   18  22 [includes 1¢ load fee paid at pump only 
New York   41.05  39.25 [includes 8¢ sales tax, and petroleum tax, paid on report; 
       [clean-up fees of 0.35¢ G and 0.3¢ D, paid at pump only 
 
 
              



 
 

       Tax Rate in ¢/Gallon 
State          Gasoline           Diesel   Notes 
 
North Carolina   29.9  29.9 
North Dakota   23  23 
Ohio    28  28  
Oklahoma   16  13  
Oregon    24    0 [D taxed through weight-distance tax 
Pennsylvania   31.2  38.1 [includes petroleum tax 
Rhode Island   32  32 
South Carolina   16.75  16.75 [includes 0.75¢ clean-up fees paid at pump only 
South Dakota   24  24 [includes 2¢ distributor  tax, paid at pump only 
Tennessee   21.4  18.4 [incl. 0.4¢ clean-up fee and G 1¢ inspection fee, 
       [at pump only 
Texas    20  20  
Utah    24.5  24.5 
Vermont   20  29 [includes clean-up fee 
Virginia   21.6  21.6 [includes 3.5¢ surtax,  paid on report only; 
       [0.6¢ clean-up fee paid at pump only 
Washington   37.5  37.5 
West Virginia   32.2  32.2 [includes 5% sales tax 
Wisconsin   32.9  32.9 [includes clean-up fee 
Wyoming   14  14 [includes clean-up fee, paid at pump only 
U. S.     18.4  24.4 [includes Underground Storage Tank tax 
 
G : gasoline D : diesel, special fuels 
 
 

CANADA 
 

Fuel Tax Rate in ¢CN/Liter 
Province               Gasoline                    Diesel 
 
Alberta          9     9 
British Columbia   18.01   19.04 [includes a “carbon tax” component 
Manitoba    11.5   11.5 
New Brunswick    10.7   16.9 [prov. sales tax add’l, paid at pump only 
Newfoundland    16.5   16.5 [prov. sales tax add’l, paid at pump only 
Nova Scotia    15.5   15.4 [prov. sales tax add’l, paid at pump only 
Ontario     14.7   14.3 
Prince Edward Island                               15.7                                19.9 [composite qtrly rate; rate at pump can 

[change monthly 
Quebec     15.2   16.2 [prov. sales tax add’l, paid at pump only 
Saskatchewan    15   15 
Northwest Territories   10.7     9.1 
Yukon Territory     6.2     7.2 
_______________ 
This chart was compiled by the American Trucking Associations.  It represents the total state or provincial fuel tax 
paid by motor carriers in each jurisdiction as of October 1, 2009.  Local taxes are not included, except where they 
are uniform statewide.   “Paid at pump only” refers to amounts not included in fuel use taxes paid through IFTA.  
“Paid on report” or “paid on report only” refers to amounts included in IFTA fuel use taxes.   
 


