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New Members
Double S Transport, Inc.
4620 W Chestnut Expressway
Springfi eld, MO 65802
Mr. Leon Shaw
(417) 873-9121

Foster Brothers Wood 
Products, Inc.
6465 State Road E
Auxvasse, MO 65231
Mr. Jay Foster
(573) 386-2271

Full Tilt Transport LLC
4620 W Chestnut Expressway
Springfi eld, MO 65802
Mr. Leon Shaw
(417) 873-9121

G F S Transportation, Inc.
3015 Slaughter Road
Grain Valley, MO 64029
Mr. George Smith
(816) 650-3340

Group One Inc.
2001 Bedford Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64116
Mr. Jim Towery
(417) 873-1601

John Wood Community College
1301 S 48th Street
Quincy, IL 62301
Mr. Don Hess
(217) 641-4595

Mertens Oil Company
119 Jaycee Drive
Jefferson City, MO 65109
Mr. Greg Mertens
(573) 635-6419

Woody Bogler Trucking 
Company
6048 Jct Hwy 50 & Canaan Road
Gerald, MO 63037
Mr. Tracy Bogler
(573) 764-3700

President’s Message
 Since last fall we have been telling you about the effort to reconstruct I-70 through the use 
of a Public Private Partnership (PPP) model. To date, Missouri Trucking Association has been 
one of the leading critics of this effort in Missouri and we continue to lead the charge against 
the use of PPPs and TOLLS as a method to fund our state and country’s infrastructure. Last 
fall, MoDOT went around the state generating press coverage in favor of the PPP concept. 
Those articles can be found at http://www.motrucking.org/pdf/I-70_Articles_2011.pdf.
 In January, the Joint Committee on Transportation Oversight held a hearing to discuss 
options for funding I-70. Compared to most committee hearings, the hearing was unique 
in nature, in that the Committee did not have a specifi c bill in front of the committee to take 
any action on. During that hearing, MoTA testifi ed in favor of increased funding for highways 
and infrastructure generally, specifi cally supporting an increase in the fuel tax, state sales 
tax or any combination of those. We testifi ed in opposition to the PPP concept and tolls, and 
raised the issue that this concept of using a private partner to raise up to $4 billion in taxes 
absolutely needed to be submitted to a public vote. Until our testimony, no one had raised 
the question of the legality of MoDOT’s idea without going to a public vote.  For a copy of 
the testimony to the Joint Committee, go to http://www.motrucking.org/pdf/I70_Testimony_
January%2018_2012.pdf.
 Since that testimony, MoTA has been the leading voice against MoDOT’s push on this 
issue. Articles that have been published since the Joint Committee hearing can be found at 
http://www.motrucking.org/pdf/I-70_Articles_2012.pdf.  These do not include the half dozen 
or so TV and radio interviews that MoTA staff and other members have conducted on this 
issue.
 On Monday, February 6th Sen. Mike Kehoe (R-Jefferson City), along with co-sponsors 
Sen. John Lamping (R-St Louis) and Sen. Ryan McKenna (D-Crystal City) fi led SB 752.  
For a copy of SB 752, go to http://www.senate.mo.gov/12info/pdf-bill/intro/SB752.pdf. For 
information to the membership, Sen. Kehoe is a former member of MoTA (he sold his 
Ford dealership last fall), and was chairman of the Missouri Highways and Transportation 
Commission (MHTC). Sen. McKenna’s father also served as chairman of MHTC and served 
as a co-chair of the Missouri Transportation Alliance.  All three of the co-sponsors serve on 
the Senate Transportation Committee.
 As we have previously stated, the issue of tolls in Missouri is different this year than in past 
years.  In the past, the idea has been proposed as a general grant of tolling authority that 
would be submitted to a vote of the public.  This year, MoDOT has been specifi cally focused 
on I-70, and makes the claim the use of a PPP would not need to be submitted to a public 
vote.  Recall that Missouri is one of only 3 states that has “approval” from FHWA and US DOT 
to place a toll project on an existing interstate highway.  Missouri’s conditional provisional 
approval is specifi cally for the stretch of I-70 between Interstate 470 in Kansas City and 
Interstate 64/US Route 40 in St Louis.
 When the above discussion is taken into consideration with the current state of funding for 
highways in Missouri (50% reduction in construction budget), and you add the uncertainty 
about the reauthorization efforts at the federal level, one can quickly see the reasons why the 
PPP model is being pushed as the solution for Missouri’s highway funding woes.   
 Fortunately, MoTA had the foresight in 2009 to amend the Omnibus Transportation Bill (HB 
683) to restrict the ability of PPPs to construct any highway project and further to prohibit 
any PPP project to charge any kind of user fee to a motor carrier.  Without that statutory 
protection, MoDOT would already be attempting to reconstruct I-70 through a PPP model. 
 In anticipation of this PPP legislation, MoTA has been coordinating legal research efforts 
by several of our attorney members of the Board, as well as engaging some of the legal 
resources of MoTA member companies.  Additionally, we have been in regular contact with 
national resources available to us through ATA, ATRI and others.  

(Continued on page two . . .) 

http://www.motrucking.org/pdf/I70_Testimony_January%2018_2012.pdf
http://www.motrucking.org/pdf/I70_Testimony_January%2018_2012.pdf


            motrucking.org2

Member Cancellations February 2012
Name of Company Class Dues

A#1 Cardwell Moving & Storage, Inc. Household $   300.00

Milky-Way Transport Co., Inc. For Hire $1,210.00

New Haven Filter Co. Allied $   200.00

Richard L Smith Trucking, Inc. For Hire $   522.50

  MISSOURIMemo
The newsletter for the Missouri Trucking 
Association is published monthly. All rights 
reserved. Reproduction in any manner, 
without the Missouri Trucking Association
permission, is prohibited.

Tom Crawford, President and CEO
PO Box 1247
102 E High Street
Jefferson City, MO 65102
573-634-3388
mota@motrucking.org

   These items reinforce regulations 49 CFR 383.51, 392.80 and 
392.82 mandatory January 3, 2012, as well as inform drivers of 
the consequences of non-compliance. 

Quantity pricing available!

616SN - No Texting Label 2” x 2” 
              Durable Yellow Vinyl – $1.00 each
Features No Dialing, Texting or Hand-Held Cell 
Phone Use message informs drivers of their 
responsibility and disqualifi cation or fi ne potential 

                    for violations.

57WC - No Texting Wallet Card - 2-1/8” X 3-3/8” 
             Rigid White Vinyl – $1.25 each
Side 1 features No Dialing, Texting, Hand-held 
Cell-phone use message.
Side 2 contains references to applicable 

                            violations and exceptions to the fi nal rule.

618SN - No Texting While Driving Sign - 18” X 12” 
              Refl ective Aluminum – $38.50 each
Features text and pictoral for No Dialing, Texting 
or Hand-Held Cell Phone Use.

2012
Missouri Trucking

Association

membership 
directory

     
     The 2012 MoTA Membership Directory is at the printers and 
will be arriving in your mailbox in the next few weeks. We want 
to thank the following members for sponsoring the directory:

ACS Expedited Solutions
Central Power Systems & Services

Central States Thermo King
Cline Wood Agency, Inc.
Great West Casualty Co.
Heathwood Oil Co., Inc.

Insurica Insurance Management Network
The Larson Group - Peterbilt of  Springfield, Inc.

MHC Kenworth
Midwest Systems

PJC Insurance
Roberts Perryman PC

Truck Centers, Inc.
Wells Fargo Equipment Finance

Zamzow
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MISSOURI TRUCKING ASSOCIATION

Membership 

Directory
102 East High Street

P.O. Box 1247

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Phone: (573) 634-3388

Fax: (573) 634-4197

mota@motrucking.org

www.motrucking.org

President’s Message (continued from page one)

 Your help is needed!  SB 752 is currently being heard over 3 consecutive weeks in the Senate Transportation Committee, expected 
to conclude with the hearing on Wednesday, March 7.   Legislative Spring Break begins on Thursday, March 8 and will continue through 
the week of March 11-18.  Please make contact with your legislator while they are back home and encourage them to oppose any funding 
package that includes tolling or PPP authority for MoDOT.  In addition, I would urge each of you to schedule your 24 Hour visit soon.  
We are getting feedback that SB 752 is likely to be sent to the Senate Floor for debate after they return from Spring Break, so your 
contacts and visits during the month of March and April are timely.
 Thank you in advance for your help and support on this issue.
          Tom Crawford
          President & CEO

PS – To view a short clip about tolls from the classic movie “Blazing Saddles” go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SbWg-mozGsU.  
I apologize in advance for the salty language, but I hope you can get a little chuckle from something on this topic! 

Due to Legislative Spring Break beginning March 8th, 
our Legislative Bulletin will be delivered separately in about a week.
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FMCSA Boards Want Sleep Apnea Tests as 
Requirement for Obese Truck Drivers

   The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s medical and 
safety advisory boards want obese truck drivers to be screened for 
obstructive sleep apnea as a condition of being allowed to drive.
   The Medical Review Board and the Motor Carrier Safety Advisory 
Committee voted to ask FMCSA to issue “guidance” to medical 
professionals to screen for sleep apnea if a commercial driver has 
a body mass index at or above 35 when he or she gets a required 
biennial physical.
   The boards see the guidance as a temporary measure, while 
FMCSA considers a regulation to require screening. The guidance 
would not have the force of law.
   In 2012, the boards plan to issue recommendations to FMCSA 
to formulate a regulation regarding sleep apnea screening and 
treatment.
   FMCSA did not respond to a request for comment on whether it 
will act on the boards’ request for guidance.
   The agency provides guidance as “advisory criteria” attached to 
the standard medical examination form for physicals. It differentiates 
the criteria, which examiners may follow, from regulations, which 
they must follow. ▲

~ Transport Topics ~

Ferro: FMCSA in 2012 will Mandate EOBRs, 
Revise CSA, Set Medical Examiner Standards

   The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration will move forward 
in 2012 with regulations concerning medical examiners, a drug and 
alcohol clearinghouse for drivers and electronic onboard recorders, 
as well as changes to its Compliance, Safety, Accountability 
program, Administrator Anne Ferro said.
   Within the fi rst quarter of the year, the agency will publish a rule 
setting training and testing standards for medical professionals 
who conduct required physicals on commercial drivers. FMCSA 
will maintain the National Registry of Certifi ed Medical Examiners 
to help drivers fi nd certifi ed examiners.
   In the third quarter of 2012, FMCSA will propose creating a 
clearinghouse to track commercial drivers’ positive drug and 
alcohol tests, Ferro said.
   The rule would require employers to post positive results and 
refusals for testing, according to FMCSA’s rulemaking agenda. 
Carriers would be allowed to check the database for names of 
drivers who apply for employment, with the drivers’ consent.
   FMCSA will push ahead with its universal EOBR mandate and will 
schedule “listening sessions” to gather input, she said. It also will 
take into account an August ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit that struck down a more targeted mandate for 
failing to consider that the devices could enable carriers to harass 
drivers.
   The agency also will incorporate technological recommendations 
from the Motor Carrier Safety Advisory Board and other information 
it has gathered throughout previous rulemakings, she said.
   “We will work very aggressively to continue to advance an 
electronic onboard recorder rule that makes sense,” she said.
   Changes will come this year to CSA, and the agency will preview 
some of the changes in the second quarter of the year, Ferro said.
   “Among the things you’ll see in this preview . . . will be a proposal 
for a crash accountability process,” she said. It will allow a carrier 
to tell the agency it is not responsible for a certain crash. FMCSA 
will then analyze the crash and assign accountability based on its 
determination of fault.
   Around the same time, the agency will “fi ne-tune” the violation 
categories within CSA to refocus the cargo securement category 
solely on hazardous materials carriers, Ferro said. ▲

~ Transport Topics ~

CSA Continues to Evolve

   Coming soon to the CSA safety measurement system: the ability 
for you to upload Police Accident Reports (PARs) to challenge the 
inclusion of non-preventable DOT-reportable crashes in your Crash 
Indicator score. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
says that a PAR is the only report it will accept to challenge the 
inclusion of a crash in your score. The agency is also creating 
a hazmat BASIC. The plan is to move most non-hazmat cargo 
securement violations to the vehicle maintenance BASIC. The 
remaining hazmat-related violations, including those related to 
cargo securement, would become violations in the hazmat BASIC. ▲

CSA Website

   The CSA Website now features the Fatigued Driving (Hours-of-
Service) BASIC factsheet. This factsheet gives information about 
driver fatigue management and HOS requirements, as outlined 
under Parts 392 & 395 of Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations 
(FMCSRs). Check out BASIC factsheets on the CSA Website: 
https://csa.fmcsa.dot.gov/resources.aspx?locationid=58. ▲

Problem with Federal Operating Authority

   When the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration updated 
part of its website last fall to refl ect the elimination for most for-
hire carriers of the requirement of cargo insurance (such insurance 
is still required of household-goods carriers), a problem in the fi x 
has resulted in notices sent to some motor carriers to the effect 
that FMCSA is investigating the validity of their interstate operating 
authority.  If you get such a letter, you should respond to it within the 
30 days provided for, and even if you’ve not got such a letter, you 
might check the Licensing and Insurance portion of FMCSA’s site 
to check that your authority remains active:  http://li-public.fmcsa.
dot.gov/LIVIEW/pkg_carrquery.prc_carrlist. If there’s a problem 
with your authority, you can call FMCSA at (866) 637-0635. ▲

~ State Laws Newsletter ~

FMCSA Enhances the SMS Methodology

   FMCSA has added fi ve texting and cell phone use violations 
in the Unsafe Driving Behavior Analysis and Safety Improvement 
Category (BASIC). They have also expanded six Vehicle 
Maintenance violations into 22 that provide more descriptive and 
detailed information about compliance with existing brake, wheel 
and coupling regulations. While these may be helpful, they also 
mean there are more ways for drivers to get in trouble if not properly 
informed. ▲

http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov/LIVIEW/pkg_carrquery.prc_carrlist
http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov/LIVIEW/pkg_carrquerry.prc_carrlist
http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov/LIVIEW/pkg_carrquery.prc_carrlist
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FMCSA Publishes Final Rule on Schedule I Drugs 

   On January 30, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) published its fi nal rule on Schedule I substances with 
regard to commercial vehicles (trucks and buses) operating in 
interstate commerce. The fi nal rule clarifi es the existing Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations by adopting language that is 
consistent with the Drug Enforcement Administration regulations 
and the language used in the Department of Transportation’s 
Part 40 rules. FMCSA said the new language would reinforce the 
longstanding regulatory guidance that interstate truck and bus 
drivers, including those who are not subject to the DOT’s Drug and 
Alcohol Testing regulations, are prohibited from using Schedule I 
substances. ▲

ATA Submits Petition to Change Recently Revised 
Tank Vehicle Defi nition

   On February 22, 2012, ATA submitted a petition to the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration asking it to change its defi nition 
of a tank vehicle. In 2011, FMCSA altered its defi nition of a tank 
vehicle to any load containing bulk tanks – those greater than 
119 gallons – that had an aggregate capacity of more than 1,000 
gallons. This change expanded the defi nition of a tank vehicle and 
captured many loads that are patently not tank trucks. The change 
also forces drivers of those loads to hold tank truck endorsements 
on their CDLs. ATA’s petition asks the Agency to adopt a defi nition 
of tank truck that would include only trucks carrying containers 
with a rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more and trucks with 
permanently mounted bulk containers that have an aggregate 
capacity of over 1,000 gallons. Under ATA’s suggested defi nition, 
any combination of portable containers with a rated capacity of less 
than 1,000 gallons would not constitute tank vehicles and neither 
would any containers with a rated capacity of less than 1,000 
gallons manifested as empty or residue. Other organizations have 
agreed to fi le supporting petitions and we are optimistic FMCSA will 
open a rulemaking to consider the petition. ▲

Portion of New HOS Rules now Effective

   On Monday, February 27, 2012, certain elements of the new 
Hours of Service rules became effective. These provisions include: 
the new “on-duty” defi nition that allows drivers to record time spent 
in a parked truck as off-duty time, and which allows team drivers to 
record up to 2 hours of time spent in the passenger seat of a CMV 
in operation as off-duty time, if it is just before or after an 8 hour 
sleeper berth period. The recordkeeping clarifi cation for the “oilfi eld 
exemption” and the higher penalties for egregious HOS violations 
also became effective on February 27. However, interstate carriers 
and drivers will not be required to comply with the remainder of the 
new rules – the restart changes and the rest break requirement – 
until July 1, 2013. As a reminder, ATA has fi led a legal challenge to 
the new rules in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit which 
will likely be decided before the July 2013 effective date. ▲

FMCSA to Conduct Research on Possible EOBR 
Harassment

   The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration said in early 
February it will conduct research surveys of motor carriers, truckers 
and technology vendors in an attempt to meet a court requirement 
that electronic onboard recorders are not used to harass truck 
drivers. 
   FMCSA’s plan was outlined in a Feb. 13 Federal Register posting. 
The agency said it is going to prepare a supplemental – or second 
– proposed EOBR rule, but it may not be published until later this 
year or early 2013.
   FMCSA proposed a mandate last year that would have required 
nearly all interstate carriers to use EOBRs. That followed a 2010 
EOBR rule that initially targeted the worst hours-of-service violators.
   However, the agency withdrew its plan late last year after the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit ruled in August that 
FMCSA failed to ensure that motor carriers would not use the 
EOBRs to harass drivers (9-5-11, p.1).
   The ruling was in response to a legal challenge by the Owner-
Operator Independent Drivers Association, which alleged that 
carriers could use EOBRs to push drivers to stay on the road, even 
if they are fatigued.
   FMCSA’s Federal Register notice followed recommendations 
from its advisory committee on Feb. 8. The committee said 
FMCSA should consider civil-penalty sanctions as deterrents for 
harassment, investigate “formal, non-frivolous” driver harassment 
complaints and consider if law enforcement has the authority to cite 
a carrier for a harassment violation.
   The committee also recommended that carriers limit contact with 
drivers during work time and not repeatedly contact drivers when 
they are off duty.
   On the other hand, the committee said that trying to regulate the 
difference between productivity measures and carrier actions that 
result in harassment is diffi cult because: “It should be judged by a 
standard of reasonableness that could be interpreted differently, 
based on a specifi c factual circumstance.”
   In its ruling last year, the appeals court suggested the agency 
address the distinction between productivity – a permitted use of 
EOBRs – and harassment. It said FMCSA should describe precisely 
what will prevent harassment from occurring when EOBRs are 
mandated.
   “The agency needs to consider what types of harassment already 
exist, how frequently, and to what extent harassment happens and 
how an electronic device capable of contemporaneous transmission 
of information to a motor carrier will guard against (or fail to guard 
against) harassment,” the court said.
   The court said another obvious way to address the issue would 
be to study problems with EOBRs already in use, and to do a 
comparison with carriers that do not use the devices. ▲

~ Transport Topics ~

OSHA Reminds Employers to Post Summaries 

   Beginning February 1, employers who are required to keep the 
OSHA Form 300 Injury and Illness log must post a summary of the 
log. Employers must post OSHA’s Form 300A from February 1 to 
April 30, 2012 in a common area wherever notices to workers are 
usually posted. The summary must list the total numbers of job-
related injuries and illnesses that occurred in 2011. All establishment 
summaries must be certifi ed by a company executive. ▲
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ATA Files Lawsuit to Challenge FMCSA’s New 
Hours Rule

   American Trucking Associations has asked a federal appeals 
court to throw out the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s 
recently published hours-of-service rule and is likely to challenge 
specifi cally the rule’s 34-hour restart provision.
   The lawsuit, fi led with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia on Feb. 14, asked the court to block implementation of 
the hours rule, which it said used fl awed assumptions and analysis 
and is “arbitrary and capricious and contrary to law.”
   In its lawsuit, ATA did not disclose specifi cally what provisions of 
the rule it would challenge. ATA will make its “statement of issues” 
in a legal fi ling by March 15, said Richard Pianka, ATA’s deputy 
chief counsel.
   However, ATA Chairman Dan England told Transport Topics that 
one of ATA’s legal challenges would include the rule’s requirement 
that, before starting a new workweek, a driver must take a 34-hour 
rest that must include two rest breaks, each from 1 a.m. to 5 a.m.
   The agency has said the restart provision would affect only about 
15% of trucking industry drivers.
   But ATA President and CEO Bill Graves attacked the agency’s 
research and cost-benefi t analysis as fl awed.
   “FMCSA’s own analyses show that, even when they overstate 
the safety benefi ts of these changes, the costs created by their rule 
still outweigh those benefi ts,” Graves said in a Feb. 13 statement. 
“We need this issue to be resolved in a credible manner, taking 
into account the undisputed crash reduction since 2004, so we 
can focus limited government and industry resources on safety 
initiatives that will have a far greater impact on highway safety.”
   FMCSA’s Ferro steadfastly has defended the rule, saying that 
research indicates it has the potential to help drivers overcome 
cumulative sleep deprivation.
   The agency has estimated that the rule will cost about $470 million 
annually while yielding benefi ts of about $630 million, producing a 
net benefi t of $160 million a year.
   But in his statement, Graves noted that the hours rules that have 
been in place since 2004 have contributed to an “unprecedented 
improvement in highway safety.”
   “The law is clear about what steps FMCSA must undertake to 
change the rules, and we cannot allow this rulemaking, which was 
fueled by changed assumptions and analyses that do not meet the 
required legal standards, to remain unchallenged,” Graves said. ▲

~ Transport Topics ~

Governor Says Tolling Along Interstate 70 
Should Be Up to Missouri Voters to Decide

   Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon said that before any toll booths could open 
on Interstate 70, voters fi rst should agree to the idea. However, the 
governor did not say whether he supports putting tolls on one of the 
state’s most important highways.
   Installing tolls on I-70 would require federal permission because 
the highway already exists. Missouri has been given tentative 
approval through a federal pilot program. 
   The Missouri Department of Transportation has asked state 
lawmakers for authority to form a partnership with private contractors 
to rebuild I-70 and recover the costs by collecting tolls. Currently, 
there are no tolls on the interstate highway connecting Kansas City 
and St. Louis. Legislation is pending in state Senate.
   “If we’re going to have those, the people of the state of Missouri 
need to vote on them,” Nixon said Feb. 9.
   Nixon told members of the Associated Press and the Missouri 
Press Association during their annual Capitol media event that 
a variety of ideas for Missouri’s transportation system should be 
considered. He said Missouri has one of the largest road networks 
in the nation, and that revenue from fuel taxes is declining with 
vehicles becoming more fuel effi cient and the use of hybrid and 
electric cars growing.
   The Missouri Trucking Association has pushed back against the 
proposal.
   “We came out pretty strongly opposed to the concept of public-
private partnerships and tolling I-70, particularly as it relates to 
converting an existing interstate highway system,” Tom Crawford, 
MoTA president.
   The association believes the proposal ought to go to a public vote, 
but Crawford added he would still oppose tolling if that vote passed. 
   If the legal issues surrounding the public vote are solved, “our 
next focus is making sure that folks understand the diffi culty and the 
danger of the tolling system, particularly as it relates to converting 
an existing interstate highway system,” he said.
   Nixon said allowing a toll road would be a signifi cant change.
   The governor declined to say whether he would take a leading 
role in advocating for the measure. Instead, he implied it would be 
up to others to put forth a specifi c proposal.
   “If this sort of stuff gets on the ballot, then I would be inclined to 
voice my First Amendment rights at that particular juncture,” Nixon 
said. ▲

~ Transport Topics ~

FMCSA Issues Alert to Carriers about Aggressive Marketing Attempts

   The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration sent out an advisory in August warning carriers to beware of aggressive tactics used 
by some companies to market safety training and other products to carriers.
   The agency said at the time that it has received numerous inquiries regarding companies using aggressive marketing tactics to sell both 
supervisor training and products, such as logbooks, to carriers.
   Federal safety regulations require drivers to keep a record of their duty status and outlines a format for that record but FMCSA does not 
sell nor endorse companies that market such products. And while regulations also may require some employers to have mandatory drug 
and alcohol training, the agency does not certify trainers or training companies nor preapprove the curriculum for such training.
   FMCSA says that if a carrier receives an advertisement that improperly asserts an association with the Department of Transportation or 
the FMCSA, or attempts to obtain personal banking or credit card information not related to a purchase, they should contact Tom Frazier, 
Investigator for the Federal Motor Carrier Administration at (540) 504-6436. ▲
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Fleets Need to Adjust Training, Hours to Handle Aging Trucking Workforce

   Trucking industry offi cials and employment experts said fl eets can maximize the contributions from an aging workforce through 
specialized training and altering certain job tasks and hours.
   Information from the Bureau of Labor Statistics shows the average trucking worker was 46.1 years old last year, compared with 42.1 for 
all workers. Six years ago, truckers averaged 42.8 years old, 2.1 years more than the national average of 40.7 years.
   As drivers age, fl eets also can adjust by moving away from more labor-intensive freight such as fl atbed and seeking more van business.
   “We have to recognize their limits,” said Rob Weston, executive director of British Columbia’s Trucking Safety Council. “They don’t have 
the energy and stamina [of younger workers].”
   His group advocates multiple steps to help aging workers avoid injury and improve productivity.
   They include mechanical and powered devices for lifting, long-handled tools to limit bending, limits on climbing and work schedules 
that avoid fatigue and extreme temperatures. Other recommendations are stretch breaks, regular eye exams, bright markings on steps to 
ensure visibility and written material that is easy to read.
   “We need to be utilizing older drivers to be mentors,” said industry consultant Dan Baker. “We can start putting them through training on 
how to teach younger drivers, without putting them down.
   “Companies need to go to older drivers and ask them what changes they are seeing in the industry and learn from that,” he said. “They 
are worth their weight in gold.”
   He offered ideas such as meeting with older drivers over breakfast at truck stops and letting them critique activities such as orientation 
programs.
   “One reason [fl eets] don’t talk to the old guys more is that they don’t tell people what they want to hear,” Baker said. He urged carrier 
offi cials to be patient.
   “The longer you listen to [older drivers], the more positive they’ll become,” Baker said.
   Rob Abbott, a vice president at American Trucking Associations, added a medical perspective.
   “Ninety-fi ve percent of truck drivers are male, and as they become older they are more likely to have sleep apnea,” he said.
   That condition causes daytime sleepiness and has been linked to heart disease and other ailments.
   The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s Medical Review Board, an advisory panel, is expected to make recommendations 
about sleep apnea and its effect on drivers later this year. ▲

~ Transport Topics ~

Kentucky: Weight Limit

   Law enforcement offi cials are keeping a closer watch on a western 
Kentucky bridge, where a new weight limit has been imposed.
   Kentucky Transportation Cabinet spokesman Keith Todd said 
law enforcement agencies have received reports of overweight 
vehicles crossing the Tennessee River bridge between Paducah 
and Livingston County on U.S. 60.
   A 3-ton limit was recently imposed to ensure traffi c safety while 
a new bridge is built about 1,500 feet upstream. That bridge is 
expected to be complete in 2014.

The Possible Impact of Inadequate Records

   A Pennsylvania court has upheld a state International Fuel Tax 
Agreement audit on a carrier who apparently was guilty only of bad 
recordkeeping. According to a report Bob Pitcher authored for the 
American Trucking Associations’ State Laws Newsletter, the carrier 
had missing or inadequate receipts, and there were many missing 
trip reports. The state had denied credit—as IFTA requires—for 
any tax paid on fuel for which the receipts were missing or bad. It 
reduced to 4.0 the mileage of vehicles that had been reported at 
over 7 mpg, and it assessed at 4.0 mpg the mileage of vehicles 
for which it deemed the records insuffi cient. The assessment was 
for tax due on more than 1 million gallons of fuel. “The case does 
show how the failure to keep good records puts a carrier at a terrifi c 
disadvantage during an IFTA audit,” Pitcher observed. ▲

Indiana Inspection Study Released

   In a study of six years worth of truck inspections (2003 – 
2008) through well-traveled Northwest Indiana, state and federal 
inspectors stopped nearly 35,000 big trucks and motor coaches 
and found more than 25% of the trucks or drivers had out of 
service violations related to faulty or out-of-adjustment brakes; 
and just short of 10,400 involved logbook violations, pertaining to 
HOS fatigue-related violations. Inspectors believe they have only 
just scratched the surface. An estimated two million trucks come 
through the area every year, inspectors estimated. ▲

   The old bridge was built in 1931. The weight restriction means 
tractor-trailer truck drivers must make a 120-mile detour.
   Offi cers said a basic citation for violating the load limit carries 
a fi ne and court costs of $245, with additional fi nes possible for 
drivers of commercial vehicles. ▲
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