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Transportation Day in Missouri
    Governor Jay Nixon has proclaimed February 3, 2010, to be Transportation Day in 
Missouri.  This proclamation is in honor of those who work in the transportation industry.  
It recognizes and thanks those who contribute to a safe and world-class transportation 
infrastructure that promotes Missouri’s economy and helps protect motorists.
    Because of the hard work, dedication and sacrifi ces of those in the transportation 
industry, Missouri has accomplished the following:

 Highway deaths continue to decline;
 86 percent of major highways are in good condition;
 More than 100 bridges have been replaced or repaired;
 Projects are completed on time and at a savings to the taxpayers;
 Missouri claims fi rst in-the-nation recovery act project (Tuscumbia Bridge);
 Amtrak is running on time; and
 Missouri ports experience growth and job development.

    On February 3, the Missouri Department of Transportation has reserved a portion of the 
Rotunda located on the third fl oor of the Capitol Building where assorted transportation 
information will be on display to keep transportation issues present in the minds of our 
elected offi cials.  To view a copy of the proclamation, go to http://www.motrucking.org/
pdf/transportation_proclamation.pdf. 

      Mark Your 
           Calendar . . .
February 18 ~ Safety Council
    Meeting, Jefferson City, MO

March 17-18 ~ Spring Safety
    Conference & Luncheon, 
    Lake Ozark, MO

June 4-5 ~ MoTA Truck 
    Driving Championships, 
    Springfi eld, MO

August 3-7 ~ National Truck
    Driving Championships, 
    Columbus, OH

September 19-25 ~ National 
    Truck Driver Appreciation Week

October 6-8 ~ MoTA Annual 
    Convention, Branson, MO

Welcome to 2010!
    Here’s to putting what many called the toughest year for trucking in our rear view mirror.  
A chance to focus on what is ahead of us and forget about the past.
    Tempting isn’t it?  Many would just as soon forget the struggles, tribulations and diffi cult 
decisions they had to make to survive.  Add to that temptation the start of a new year and 
the opportunity for a fresh start.  Perhaps that’s why so many “New Years Resolutions” are 
broken by the third week of January.
    For those in the trucking business, you have to go beyond just acting on instinct and 
temptation.  There is too much riding on your decision, too many lives impacted, too much 
money involved, etc.  We can probably all name a few of those rare successful individuals 
who just seem to always have the right “gut instinct” and seem to get it right more often than 
not. However, most of us combine that “gut instinct” with research, facts, calculations and 
experience to arrive at our plan for action.  Even better if we can learn from someone else’s 
experience!
    Which brings me to the 2010 Legislative Session.  Recall in 2009 that we launched the 
24 Hour Program.  When we started the year, our goal was to average a trucker a week 
in Jefferson City.  We had 15 truckers for the 16 weeks of session.  But even though we 
were one trucker shy of our goal, our inaugural 24 Hour Program was an overwhelming 
success: our members participated in over 105 hours of meetings with more than 240 
legislators.  Those meetings led ultimately to legislation that is viewed as a national model 
for the trucking industry and the increase in use of public private partnerships (PPP) for 
infrastructure construction.  
    At this point you are probably wondering about the relevance of my introduction to the 
mention of our 24 Hour Program.  Our program is an adaptation of the program run by 
the bankers.  The bankers have conducted a Banker in the Capitol program for over 20 
years.  During a recent discussion with the banker’s lobbyists, they mentioned the positive 
impact the program has had on their lobbying efforts, with great examples from the 1980’s 
and ‘90s, and that the program continues to be so popular that they have 3 or 4 bankers in 
the Capitol every day during session.  We have a ways to go, but the combination of our 
experience with the bankers’ over two decades of experience provides a great foundation 
for a successful program!
    It is hard to put a dollar amount on the impact our 24 Hour Program has had to date, 
but judging from the number of repeat participants already signed up from last year, our 
program is extremely valuable and on the right track for those who participate.
    Won’t you join us?  Don’t let our program fall one trucker shy of our mark this year.  If you 
did not participate last session, YOU are the one we need!



NTSB Calls for FMCSA Crackdown on Rogue 
Bus Operators

   The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommended 
in December that government agencies identify rogue operators 
failing to comply with regulatory requirements, put their buses out 
of service and force those companies to cease operations.
   The proposals stem from the NTSB’s investigation of a January 
2008 rogue operator motorcoach crash in Texas that killed one 
person.  Investigators say the driver, who had only 3.5 months of 
experience behind the bus wheel, fell asleep about eight hours 
into a 10-hour trip from Monterrey, Mexico to Houston.  The driver 
initially told authorities he fell asleep and later denied it.
   NTSB staff ruled out the bus itself and weather as factors, but they 
found fault with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) for failing to do a compliance review of the bus operator.
   Deborah Hersman, NTSB chairwoman, said the bus company is 
out of business but has been “reincarnated” under a new name and 
is still operating.  Investigator Gary Van Etten said the bus owner 
that registered the bus in California had done the same for about 
20 other bus companies.  
  Other NTSB recommendations included creating databases to 
help state law enforcement identify out-of-compliance buses and 
take them off the roads; requiring carriers to certify when they apply 
for operating authority, and once a year thereafter that all owned or 
leased buses comply with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards; 
and using the web to distribute safety compliance materials. ▲

PHMSA Issues Final Rule

   The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA) has issued a direct fi nal rule adjusting the maximum 
and minimum civil penalties for knowing violations of the federal 
hazardous materials regulations. The maximum civil penalties will 
increase from $50,000 to $55,000 and from $100,000 to $110,000 
for a violation that results in death, serious illness, severe injury, 
or substantial destruction of property. The minimum civil penalty is 
increased from $250 to $275 and from $450 to $495 for violations 
related to training.
   These adjustments are required by the Federal Civil Penalties 
Infl ation Adjustment Act of 1990, which requires federal agencies 
to periodically increase penalties based upon increases in the 
Consumer Price Index. The increases are then rounded to the 
nearest multiple of $5,000.
   The effective date of the rule was December 31, 2009.  A copy of 
the Federal Register notice may be viewed through the following 
link:  http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-30696.pdf. ▲

No UCRA Fees for 2010 until Spring

   On Jan. 12, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) announced to the Board of Directors of the Unifi ed Carrier 
Registration Agreement (UCRA) that publication of the 2010 fees 
to be imposed under the UCRA program will be delayed until much 
later this year, perhaps April.  The UCRA fees must be reset, since 
Congress eliminated trailing equipment from the fee calculation by 
2008 legislation effective in 2010. FMCSA is charged with setting the 
fees by means of a federal rulemaking.  Last fall, FMCSA proposed 
much higher fees that have been strongly opposed by ATA and 
many other industry groups.  Now, the Offi ce of Management and 
Budget (OMB) has determined that the rulemaking is “signifi cant,” 
which in this context means that OMB will conduct a full economic 
review of the matter, a process that commonly takes at least 90 
days.  States participating in the UCRA presumably cannot collect 
anything under the program until the fees are published following 
the completion of all reviews. ▲
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FMCSA Selects Its First Chief Medical Offi cer

 The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
announced November 30 that Benisse Lester, M.D., has been 
appointed as its fi rst Chief Medical Offi cer.  This career appointment 
was authorized in the highway bill and comes at a time when 
FMCSA is dealing with several rulemakings that have a relationship 
to driver health, such as CSA 2010, hours of service, registry of 
medical examiners, centralized drug & alcohol database, etc.
   Prior to joining FMCSA, Dr. Lester was Director of Occupational 
Medicine and Safety for the Offi ce of Health Affairs at the Department 
of Homeland (DHS).  She began her service with DHS as Chief of 
Medical Programs for the Federal Air Marshal Service.  Preceding 
her tenure at DHS, she was attending surgeon in orthopedic 
surgery at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine where she was a 
Associate Professor of Clinical Orthopedic Surgery. ▲

EOBR fi nal rule has been sent to the White 
House OMB for approval

   It’s likely that the new rule requiring electronic onboard recorders 
(EOBRs) will be published in the fi rst quarter of 2010.  It went to 
the Offi ce of Management and Budget for approval on December 
17, 2009.  The fi nal rule will require recorders for carriers that fail to 
meet hours-of-service standards.  It also will encourage voluntary 
use of recorders with various incentives, and will spell out new 
performance standards for the devices. ▲

IRS Increases Per Diem Rate for Truck Drivers

   The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has raised the amount per 
day that the employer of a truck driver may reimburse the driver for 
meals and incidental expenses when the driver is away from home 
on travel. This per diem amount, which had been $52 a day for 
several years, increased to $59 a day on January 1. 
   The rate represents a safe harbor for employers and drivers alike, 
since reimbursements up to that amount need not be documented 
by receipts or other evidence. Reimbursements over that amount 
must either be documented or will be considered income to the 
driver. ▲

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
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MHTC awards contract for Mississippi River 
Bridge main span

   The Missouri Highway and Transportation Commission awarded 
the Mississippi River Bridge main span contract to a joint venture 
from Massman Construction/Traylor Brothers/Alberici Constructors 
for $229.5 million. The decision was made with concurrence from 
the Illinois Department of Transportation.  “We’re excited to be 
moving forward with this needed project,” said Kevin Keith, P.E., 
the Missouri Department of Transportation’s Chief Engineer.  “The 
important thing to remember is this bridge dramatically improves 
safety, relieves congestion on the Poplar Street Bridge and provides 
alternate routes through the region.  Additionally, the overall bridge 
project will promote economic growth regionally.” 
   The lowest bid for the main span contract was about $39 
million higher than expected.  Additional funding comes 
from savings on the overall river bridge project, $11 million 
from the I-64 construction project and bond savings. 
“We anticipate some signifi cant savings on the remaining portions 
of the project from innovative value engineering concepts,” said 
Gregory Horn, P.E., Mississippi River Bridge project director. 
“These concepts helped us design a bridge that met the regional 
requirements for traffi c fl ow and safety, while providing excellent 
value to the taxpayers of Missouri and Illinois.” 
   The Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal for the new 
Mississippi River Bridge main span is 18 percent. This aggressive 
goal means approximately 18 percent of the money the prime 
contractor gets for the project – more than $41 million – will be 
paid to minority- or woman-owned businesses.  This goal is based 
on the availability and willingness of certifi ed DBE companies to 
accomplish certain tasks on the project.  Since the construction of 
the main span is very specialized, the goal required the contractor to 
be innovative and expand their use of DBE companies.  Additionally, 
MoDOT and IDOT have included a possible $3.5 million incentive 
to encourage the contractor to be socially and environmentally 
responsible, with the desire that this will increase overall diversity 
throughout the project. ▲

Interstate 44 Lane Shift – Mile Marker 228

   Get ready for a work zone near mile marker 228 of Interstate 
44 near Sullivan, MO.  Between February and November 2010, 
bridges that carry east and westbound traffi c will be improved.  In 
order to complete the work quickly and safely, traffi c patterns must 
shift.
   The substructure of the westbound I-44 bridge needs to be 
replaced.  The eastbound I-44 bridge deck needs to be replaced.
   During the entire construction project, westbound I-44 traffi c will 
use the north service road as a detour route over Winsel Creek.  
Motorists will then resume using westbound Interstate 44.
   During the fi rst months of the project, eastbound traffi c will detour 
over the existing westbound bridge across the creek as the old 
eastbound bridge deck is replaced.  Once over the creek, traffi c will 
move back onto the normal eastbound lanes.  When the eastbound 
bridge deck is fi nished, eastbound traffi c will return to its normal 
footprint.
   The westbound bridge repair comes next.  During this phase, 
westbound traffi c will continue to use the north service road as 
a detour. Two lanes of traffi c will be maintained on Interstate 44 
at all times, except for off-peak hour closures when important 
construction activities are occurring.  All work will take place during 
daytime hours with no nighttime work to occur at this location.
    Construction will begin in early February 2010 and should be 
complete in October 2010.
 Contact MoDOT Project Manager Tim Schroeder at 1-888 

ASK MODOT (275-6636) or e-mail Timothy.Schroeder@
modot.mo.gov 

 Contact MoDOT Area Engineer Judy Wagner at 1-888 ASK 
MODOT (275-6636) or e-mail Judy.Wagner@modot.mo.gov

 Contact MoDOT Community Relations Specialist Kara Price 
at 1-888 ASK MODOT (275-6636) or e-mail Kara.Price@
modot.mo.gov

 On the web: www.modot.org/stlouis/major_projects/
franklincountyupdates.htm 

   2009 Drivers of the Month   

January
Joe Mangiarancino

FedEx Freight
St. Clair, MO

February
Archie McCourt

Prime, Inc.
Springfi eld, MO

March
Francis Buzzard

Above Par Leasing, Inc.
Webb City, MO

April
Ronald Hoover

Prime, Inc.
Springfi eld, MO

May
Jim Patterson

Above Par Leasing, Inc.
Webb City, MO

June
Herman Foley

Opies Transport, Inc.
Eldon, MO

July
Robert Hussey

Wal-Mart Transportation
St. James, MO

August
William Willoughby

Above Par Leasing, Inc.
Webb City, MO

September
Barry Hill

Christenson Transportation
Strafford, MO

October
Michael Crawford

Prime, Inc.
Springfi eld, MO

November
Glen Horack
Prime, Inc.

Springfi eld, MO

December
Larry Wedel

Above Par Leasing, Inc.
Webb City, MO
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ATA Files Lawsuit Seeking Supporting 
Documents Regulation

   On Friday, January 15, ATA fi led a lawsuit in the United States 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit asking it to 
compel the Department of Transportation (DOT) to issue a long-
overdue supporting documents regulation. Supporting documents 
refer to the documents a motor carrier must retain for six months 
that can be used to verify drivers’ hours-of-service records. 
   In 1994, Congress recognized that the failure of the DOT to 
properly defi ne for motor carriers what constituted a supporting 
document was imposing a fi nancial and administrative burden on 
the trucking industry. Consequently, Congress ordered the agency 
in 1994 to promulgate a rule that would designate the number, type, 
and frequency of required, supporting document retention and to 
ensure that such retention would be at a reasonable cost to motor 
carriers. 
   Despite that directive, which called for a rule to become effective 
within 18 months, the DOT has failed to act. Instead, the agency has 
by informal guidelines adopted as broad a defi nition of supporting 
document retention as is possible, identifying 34 categories of 
records and ruling that any document that could possibly be used 
to verify hours-of-service records must be retained as a supporting 
document. Accordingly, the administrative and fi nancial burden 
recognized by Congress remains in place and the agency’s 
recent pursuit of various types of electronic records (as supporting 
documents) in compliance reviews has exacerbated the problem. 
   The ATA Executive Committee and the ATA Litigation Center Board 
of Directors authorized ATA staff to pursue litigation if necessary to 
require DOT to timely issue the prescribed regulation under the 
reasonable cost standard directed by Congress. Informal contacts 
with the agency by ATA staff failed to secure a commitment to act 
on the supporting documents regulation in anything less than an 
approximately two-year period. Consequently, ATA fi led what is 
referred to as a mandamus action by which a court can compel 
government offi cials to perform their legal duties. In the action, 
ATA is asking the Court to require the agency to issue a Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) within 60 days of the Court’s 
ruling and a fi nal rule within six months of the NPRM publication 
date. Actions to require agencies to issue overdue regulations 
are common and often result in a settlement whereby the agency 
agrees to act within a negotiated timeframe. ▲

 4

ATRI Updates Online Idling Regulations 
Compendium

  The American Transportation Research Institute (ATRI) has 
updated the listing of state and local idling regulations found on 
its  http://www.atri-online.org. The updated listing is provided in two 
forms: a cab card, which can be downloaded and carried in the glove 
box of a truck, and the online compendium, which provides links 
to individual regulations. Recent updates include the enactment of 
new limits in Chicago and the Ohio cities of Cleveland and Maple 
Heights. Changes to idling regulations in Illinois, New Jersey and 
South Euclid, Ohio, are also noted. ATRI continues to monitor the 
development of idling regulations across the country and maintains 
the compendium and cab card as a free service to help trucking 
companies and truck drivers comply with the increasing number of 
state and local idling regulations. ▲

ATA leads Industry Response at HOS Session

   ATA representatives and other trucking industry speakers gave 
the FMCSA a clear message on January 19: “The current Hours 
of Service rules are working. Retain them but add fl exibility to the 
sleeper berth provision.” ATA Senior Vice President Dave Osiecki 
was the fi rst of 21 speakers in the morning stretch of a day-long 
FMCSA listening session that was opened by Administrator Anne 
Ferro. The trucking industry provided the majority of speakers 
for the listening session, which was the fi rst of four being held 
around the country as the FMCSA again considers HOS changes 
requested by special interest groups like Public Citizen and 
Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety. Representatives from 
both of those groups spoke, but offered no new data or arguments 
for any changes at the session held in Arlington, Va.
   In his remarks, Osiecki said that the current HOS rules are based 
on a decade of extensive research and analysis.  Additionally, the 
government now has extensive data and information from several 
years of real-world, operational trucking experience.  “In the very 
real world of trucking, highway safety has improved in the past 6 
years under these rules,” he said.  The rules are an effective and 
balanced approach to promote driver alertness, he said, noting that 
FMCSA made adjustments that minimized the economic costs of 
the rules without compromising highway safety, driver health, or 
the industry’s productivity.  One change should be made, however. 
“FMCSA should give serious consideration to encouraging circadian 
friendly sleep and naps by providing fl exibility in the sleeper berth 
provision,” Osiecki said.
   Safety concerns hypothesized by trucking industry critics and those 
groups opposed to the current rules have simply failed to occur in 
the real world, Osiecki said.  Drivers generally are not driving 11 
hours every day, but using the 11th hour when congestion, weather 
or unusual circumstances require it. A year ago, FMCSA strongly 
refuted these hypotheses. “Absent new data, these predictions 
must continue to be rejected by FMCSA and DOT and should, in 
no way, be a basis for any proposed changes,” Osiecki said.  “In 
rulemaking and in litigation, FMCSA and DOT have said repeatedly 
that facts, not perception, must support the rules.” 
   Signifi cant motor carrier operational benefi ts have also occurred 
as a result of the implementation of the majority of the provisions, 
and these advancements need to be retained to assure effi cient and 
safe movement of the nation’s freight by trucks. To better address 
the true causes of fatigue in transportation, FMCSA should focus its 
resources on (1) sleep disorder awareness, training and screening, 
(2) promoting the use of Fatigue Risk Management Programs, 
(3) increasing the availability of truck parking on important freight 
corridors, and (4) partnering with the trucking and shipping 
communities to develop an educational process that identifi es for 
drivers the location of available truck parking.
   Administrator Anne Ferro’s brief opening remarks revealed 
nothing new about the agency’s direction on HOS, but her previous 
comments have raised ATA concerns that the FMCSA will propose 
at least some substantive change. Other speakers included a 
Teamsters representative, who spoke against the 11 hour driving 
limit and the 34-hour restart, but supported additional fl exibility in 
the sleeper berth rule. 
   The last session will be held on Jan. 28 in Davenport, Iowa. At 
the Jan. 19 session, FMCSA offi cials said they will consider adding 
another session that will be limited to truck drivers. ▲
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 TRUCKING COALITION, U.S. DOT 
SPONSOR GREEN TECHNOLOGY WEBINAR 

GREEN TRUCKS: THE VIEW FROM THE ROAD 

   The latest in environmental issues and green technologies will be highlighted in a February 11th webinar hosted by the Trucking 
Industry Mobility and Technology Coalition (TIMTC).  The webinar will feature presentations on the trucking industry’s efforts to meet 
sustainability objectives and related green strategies and technologies available to fl eets today.  
   A key presenter will be industry leader, Pat Quinn, Co-Chairman of U.S. Xpress Enterprises.  Other presentations will include the 
American Trucking Associations, Southeastern Freight Lines and the programs and perspectives of the Environmental Protection 
Agency.
   The webinar is hosted by the TIMTC, a U.S. DOT-sponsored collaborative forum for public and private sector stakeholders 
interested in keeping pace on the latest in truck technology initiatives and their potential for addressing today’s truck safety and 
mobility challenges.

WHAT:   Green Trucks:  The View from the Road
 Trucking Industry Mobility and Technology Coalition (TIMTC) Webinar
WHEN: Thursday, February 11, 2010 
 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. EST
HOW: Participants will need access to phone and internet.  For your free registration, go to www.freightmobility.com/

greentrucks. An automated email with instructions for joining the webinar will be sent to all registrants. 

SC&RA Expects Arizona to Boost Tridem-Axle 
Allowance to 60,000 Pounds

   For over four years, SC&RA has been working closely with Karen 
Rasmussen, President of the Arizona Trucking Association (ATA), 
in efforts to convince the state’s Department of Transportation to 
increase the tridem-axle weight allowance to 60,000 pounds on 
routine permits.  Previously, SC&RA’s hard work helped lead to 
acceptance of that tridem allowance in the neighboring states of 
California and Arizona. 
   SC&RA anticipates that, within the next 30 days, Arizona will 
become the last state in the nation to routinely allow 60,000 pound 
tridem axles. The transition had been hindered by severe budget 
constraints in the state, particularly those delaying the authorization 
of a new program to issue permits online. Within the past several 
months, Arizona has approved development of the program, and 
SC&RA is confi dent the program will refl ect the larger tridem weight 
allowance.
   Arizona’s transition to a 60,000 allowance for tridems would prove 
tremendously benefi cial to specialized carriers’ efforts to safely, 
effi ciently and profi tably transport large loads nationwide. It will 
bring to fruition SC&RA’s long-term efforts to attain this milestone in 
permit uniformity. Because of the importance of this issue, SC&RA 
representatives have frequently traveled to Arizona and other 
states over the years to meet with transportation offi cials to deliver 
information consistent with members’ needs. ▲

ARB Restates Commitment to Establishing a 
National Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Standard

   In response to inaccurate reports that California may pull out 
of an agreement regarding greenhouse gas standards announced 
last May by the White House, Chairman Mary D. Nichols of the 
California Air Resources Board made the following statement:
   “The California Air Resources Board is fully committed to the 
agreement to establish a national vehicle greenhouse gas standard 
announced last May by President Obama in the Rose Garden,” 
said ARB Chairman Mary D. Nichols. “There are still diffi cult 
technical issues to be resolved, as is to be expected in developing 
any pioneering rule, but we are confi dent that they will be worked 
out successfully. We look forward to working with both the EPA 
and the Department of Transportation in a spirit of cooperation to 
ensure the complete success of the Rose Garden agreement.”
   The Air Resources Board is a department of the California 
Environmental Protection Agency. ARB’s mission is to promote 
and protect public health, welfare, and ecological resources 
through effective reduction of air pollutants while recognizing and 
considering effects on the economy. The ARB oversees all air 
pollution control efforts in California to attain and maintain health 
based air quality standards. ▲

Sign up for New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania Toll Discounts

   Effective immediately, BESTPASS is offering commercial motor 
vehicles a 5 to 20 percent discount on New York State Thruway 
usage, enabling you to offset the recent 5 percent toll rate hike.  
BESTPASS works with E-ZPass, PrePass and NORPASS, and 
BESTPASS can help pick the right combination for your operation.  
In addition, BESTPASS shares revenue with participating states.  
For more information, call 888-410-9696. ▲

Washington Broadens Fuel Tax Credit

  A notice issued December 17, 2009, by the Washington 
State Department of Licensing says that as of October 1, 2009, 
Washington will be allowing a full credit for tax paid on fuel 
purchased by motor carriers at any fuel station in the state operated 
by Indians.  For much of the year, Washington had permitted only a 
25% credit to be taken on International Fuel Tax Agreement reports 
if fuel was purchased at any of some 20 Washington outlets run 
by Indian tribes.  The broader credit seems to represent progress 
made by the state in reaching more satisfactory agreements with 
the tribes.  ▲



Text Messaging/Cell Phone Bans Go in Effect 
in Three More States
   On January 1, 2010, Illinois, New Hampshire, and Oregon put into 
effect state wide text messaging bans. Oregon’s law also includes 
a ban on handheld cellular phones. Cell phone usage and/or text 
messaging while driving is currently banned or restricted in Alaska, 
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Rhode 
Island, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, Washington, and the District 
of Columbia. Attached is a list of states that have text messaging 
and/or handheld cellular phone bans. You should also be alert for 
certain localities that have instituted handheld device restrictions. 
   Please also be aware that FMCSA has stated their intent to 
release a notice of proposed rulemaking on “Limiting the Use of 
Wireless Communication Devices”. The current scheduled date for 
the notice is late February, but this may slip because of completing 
regulatory priorities. It is the agency’s desire to produce a fi nal rule 
by mid-2011. ▲

Arizona Escort Vehicle Operators Must 
Complete Traffi c Control Training
   Arizona has extended the grace period until January 31 for the 
new state law requiring escort vehicle operators in the state to 
obtain four hours of traffi c control training to be considered fully 
certifi ed and to have Arizona’s certifi cation recognized by other 
states. 
   This statute became effective October 1, 2009, and operators 
who failed to obtain this training by that date were to have their 
certifi cation revoked. However, the Arizona Trucking Association 
(ATA), which works closely with SC&RA on such issues, negotiated 
an enforcement grace period with the Arizona Department of Public 
Safety (ADPS) until December 31, 2009, to allow all currently 
certifi ed escort vehicle operators wishing to comply to obtain this 
training. 
   During the fi rst week of 2010, ADPS contacted Arizona Trucking 
Association President & CEO Karen Rasmussen to inquire about 
the status of the traffi c control certifi cations. When she responded 
that more than 200 escort vehicle operators remain to be trained, 
ADPS agreed to extend the grace period until January 31, 2010. 
On February 1, enforcement offi cers will begin checking pilot car 
operators’ credentials to determine that they have received the 
training.
   To allow everyone who wishes to receive the training one more 
opportunity to do so before the new grace period ends, ATA has 
scheduled additional traffi c control training classes for January 
18, 19, 23, 28 and 30. Under National Safety Council training 
requirements, each class is limited to a maximum of 20 participants. 
For additional information or to register for the class, call ATA at 
(602) 850-6000. ▲

New Jersey to Eliminate Sleeper Berth Idling 
Exemption on May 1
   Beginning in New Jersey on May 1, no diesel-powered vehicles 
will be allowed to idle unless they have a model year 2007 or newer 
engine, or have been retrofi tted with a diesel particulate fi lter that is 
connected and properly functioning, and are complying with hours-
of-service regulations. Currently, all diesel-powered vehicles are 
permitted to idle while stationary for up to three consecutive minutes. 
Idling citations in New Jersey include penalties ranging from 
$100 for the fi rst violation up to $1,500 for a fourth or subsequent 
violation. A Compliance Alert will be issued by the state within the 
next few weeks.  The American Transportation Research Institute 
released an updated version of its idling regulations compendium, 
with information about the new rules in New Jersey and elsewhere. 
The New Jersey Motor Truck Association is continuing its efforts to 
extend the anti-idling exemption as provided under the law. ▲
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Virginia to Reopen 19 Safety Rest Areas
   Following a vote by the Commonwealth Transportation Board, 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell announced on Jan. 20 that he will 
reopen by April 15 the 19 safety rest areas closed last year as part 
of a budget-cutting effort. ATA and the Virginia Trucking Association 
opposed the closures at the time due to an already severe shortage 
of truck parking in the Commonwealth. In response, the Virginia 
DOT eliminated its two-hour limit on rest area parking for trucks 
and added 225 truck parking spaces to the remaining rest areas. 
These changes will continue, according to a press release issued 
by McDonnell. The release stated that the rest areas will begin to 
reopen on February 17. ▲
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Member Cancellations January 2010
Name of Company      Class Dues

Delta Express Inc.      For Hire $1,925.00

Fronabarger Concreters Inc.     Private $   300.00

Jerry Littleton Trucking LLC     For Hire $   300.00

Jokerst Inc.      Private $   300.00

Missouri Valley Transportation     For Hire $   300.00

Trux Trailer & Tractor Repair Inc.     Allied $   200.00



Handheld Cellular Phone and Text Messaging Bans1 
January 2010 

 
State Handheld Ban Text Messaging Ban 

Alabama    
Alaska  Yes 
Arizona   
Arkansas  Yes  
California Yes Yes 
Colorado   Yes  
Connecticut Yes Yes 
Delaware    
District of Columbia Yes Yes 
Florida    
Georgia    
Hawaii Yes2 By jurisdiction3  
Idaho   
Illinois  Yes4/ By jurisdiction5  Yes  
Indiana    
Iowa   
Kansas    
Kentucky   
Louisiana Yes6 Yes 
Maine   
Maryland  Yes 
Massachusetts By jurisdiction7  
Michigan By jurisdiction8   
Minnesota  Yes 
Mississippi   
Missouri  9 
Montana   
Nebraska   
Nevada   
New Hampshire  Yes  
New Jersey  Yes Yes 
New Mexico By jurisdiction10 and in State vehicles   
New York  Yes Yes  

                                                 
 1 This chart does not include any laws prohibiting drivers under the age of 18 and/or bus drivers. 
 2 Handheld cellular ban is in effect only in Hawaii County.  
 3 Text messaging ban is only in effect in Honolulu.  
 4 The use of cell phone use by a driver is prohibited in construction and school speed zones.  
 5 Chicago, Illinois  
 6 There is a probationary period 1 year from when the license was issued.  
 7 Brookline, Massachusetts  
 8 Detroit, Michigan  
 9 Text messaging ban is in effect for drivers 21 and younger.  
 10 Santa Fe, Albuquerque, New Mexico   
   



North Carolina  Yes  
North Dakota   
Ohio By jurisdiction11  
Oklahoma   
Oregon Yes  Yes  
Pennsylvania By jurisdiction12  
Rhode Island  Yes 
South Carolina    
South Dakota   
Tennessee  Yes 
Texas   
Utah Yes13 Yes 
Vermont   
Virgin Islands Yes  
Virginia   Yes 
Washington Yes Yes 
West Virginia   
Wisconsin   
Wyoming   

 
 
 

                                                 
 11 Brooklyn, North Olmstead and Walton Hills, Ohio 
 12 Conshohocken, Hilltown Township, Lebanon, Pennsylvania  
 13 Utah State Code 41(6a)(1715) defines “Careless driving” as being “distracted” by using a wireless telephone or 
 other electronic.” It is legal to use a cell-phone while you are driving only if the driver us using a device with 
 hands-free.  




