
 
FACT SHEET 

 
Dates:  
June 5 and 6, 2026 - Begins at 6:00 a.m. Friday morning with registration and ends on Saturday evening 
with the awards banquet. 
 
Competition Location:  
Hilton Branson Convention Center 
 
Hotel Accommodations: 
Hilton Branson at Convention Center    Hilton Promenade at Branson Landing 
200 East Main Street, Branson, MO 65616   3 Branson Landing, Branson, MO 65616 
(866) 442-0959      (866) 568-0890 
 
Room Block Deadline: May 1, 2026  
 
Missouri Truck Driving Championships Eligibility:  
A company must be a motor carrier member of the Missouri Trucking Association to enter drivers. (A company 
does not have to be an ATA member for drivers to participate in the NTDC.)  
 
There is no limit on number of entries per company.  
 
Each Contestant:  

1. Shall meet ALL eligibility rules on Driver Entry & Release Form, "Certification by Contestant".  
2. Shall be preventable accident-free from June 8, 2025 through June 4, 2026. See “Accident Eligibility 

Criteria” below for determination. 
3. Shall hold a Missouri CDL or shall operate out of a Missouri terminal.  
4. Shall only participate in one class of competition.  

 
Entry Fee: $400.00 per driver 
Deadline for Entries: May 1, 2026  
 
*Step Van Class – Open class! This class is not limited to drivers who drive step vans on a daily basis. However, 
the competitors must adhere to all rules and eligibility requirements and take the same written exam 
administered to other classes. Scores from the step van class will not be counted towards Rookie of the Year, 
Team Scores, or Grand Champion.  
  



TDC Crash Eligibility Criteria  

An eligible driver entering the National Truck Driving Championships shall have a preventable accident-free 
record from the day immediately following the previous National Truck Driving Championships until and 
including the date of the current year’s National Truck Driving Championships. To compete at state Truck 
Driving Championships, an eligible driver shall have a preventable accident-free record from the day 
immediately following the previous state or National Truck Driving Championships until and including the date 
of the current year’s state Truck Driving Championships, the choice of which shall be determined by the state 
Truck Driving Championships Committee in its sole direction.  

The entering carrier is responsible for reviewing all collisions for any potential contestant using ATA’s Trucking 
Industry Guidelines for Recording Fleet Motor Vehicle Accidents and Determining Preventability.  The only 
accidents which need not be counted against the contestant’s records for eligibility are occurrences 
determined to be non-preventable using ATA’s Trucking Industry Guidelines for Recording Fleet Motor Vehicle 
Accidents and Determining Preventability. Any accident deemed non-preventable by the entering carrier must 
be submitted for further review to the ATA National Truck Driving Championships Eligibility Review 
Committee.  
 
Disqualifying Fleet Motor Vehicle Accidents: 
Motor Carrier Driver involved in any preventable occurrence involving a fleet motor vehicle while engaged at 
the time in commerce or personal use that results in death, injury or property damage. Who was injured, what 
property was damaged or to what extent, where the accident occurred, or who was responsible is not a factor. 

Typical Non-Preventable Occurrences: 

(a) Due to mechanical failure or existing conditions, the fleet motor vehicle was stopped and using 
emergency warning devices as required by federal, state and local regulations (also applicable if the 
driver was in the process of setting out or retrieving warning devices). Emergency flashers must also be 
in use as required by DOT regulations.  

(b) A collision with an animal when circumstances indicated there was no way for the driver to have 
avoided the collision without causing subsequent damage or another accident.  

(c) A driver did everything possible to avoid involvement in an accident in which the opposing party had 
an established intent to commit suicide.  

(d) When cargo damage is sustained due to the improper securement of the load by the shipper, and the 
driver was prevented from inspecting and properly securing the load because the trailer was 
sealed/locked. 

(e) The contestant’s vehicle was stopped in traffic in compliance with a traffic sign or signal, or at the 
direction of a police officer. 

(f) Waived by the ATA National Truck Driving Championships Committee in accordance with appendix I-A, 
or otherwise provided herein. 

The exceptions specified above shall not be construed to apply to the action of the contestant in stopping or 
parking in an unsuccessful attempt to avoid involvement in an accident. 

Nothing in the rules shall be constructed as to allow a state trucking association or state Truck Driving 
Championships Committee to allow eligibility and participation that is contrary to these rules, and the National 
Truck Driving Championships Committee reserves the right to disqualify any such participant.  



Eligibility Review Process 
 
If an entering driver had an accident in the 12 months prior to the state and/or national competition and 
believes it was non-preventable, they MUST complete the following process to determine eligibility to 
compete.  
 

1. Entering driver’s accident is reviewed by employer safety department to determine preventability 
based on the ATA Guidelines for Recording Fleet Vehicle Accidents and Determining Preventability. 
 

2. If the entering drivers’ safety department determines accident was preventable, driver is disqualified.  
 

3. If the entering drivers’ safety department determines accident was non-preventable, company must 
complete and submit the TDC Accident Eligibility Review Form to the American Trucking Associations 
Safety Management Council to be reviewed by the NTDC Eligibility Review Committee for final 
approval. Forms can be emailed to SMC@trucking.org or mailed to ATA SMC, 80 M Street SE, Suite 
800, Washington DC, 20003.  Form can be found at http://NTDC.Trucking.org by clicking the “Eligibility” 
tab.  

 

http://ntdc.trucking.org/

